
Transportation Challenges in Low-Growth 
Areas / Aging Infrastructure

• Federal / State funding stalemate

• Current federal program shifting / “reform” 

• Rural communities and even small urban areas lack 
resources to compete in the emerging federal funding 
model  (TIGER, Sustainable Communities, etc.)

• What is our plan if the new authorization effectively 
devolves rural needs to states?



Chelan County Transportation Revenue Gap
- Investment needs are being prioritized

- Tier III (deferred) reconstruction results in aging, 
outmoded infrastructure that fails to meet our needs



Chelan County Transportation Revenue Gap
- Existing revenue sources fall short

- only 62% of Maintenance & Operations funded

- only 14% of Reconstruction & Improvements funded



Chelan County Transportation Revenue Gap
- Aggressive local options cannot fund all the needs

- User Fees needed to make up the difference



Examples
• WSDOT shifting to lower quality ‘chip seal’ surfacing on 

low-volume state highways
– Chips seals technically “maintenance” not preservation
– ADA implications for cities

• West Monitor Bridge
– Built for a different time
– Remains 1-lane bridge
– Needs replacement ($20m)
– Reconstructing As-Is ($1.9m)


